
 
The Eastern Iowa 
Brass Band grew from 
a brass ensemble that 
was part of the Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, City 
Band. In 1985, Don 
Stine, director of the 
city band, attended a 

seminar on the growing brass band 
movement in the United States. Regular  
rehearsals began soon thereafter. The band 
competed in its first North American Brass 
Band Association (NABBA) Championship in 
April of 1986 where they placed second in 
their class. The strong showing at such a  
prestigious competition prompted the  
founders to incorporate and form what is 
now one of the most prominent amateur 
brass bands in the country.  

Let us introduce ourselves…. 

The Eastern  
Iowa 
Brass Band 

The 35-member band performs from a  
repertoire which features original works for 
brass band, as well as arrangements of  
well-known orchestral and wind band  
literature. In addition, featured soloists  
frequently perform in concert programs 
which also include marches, medleys, hymn 
tune arrangements, folk songs, American 
patriotic offerings, Broadway show tunes, 
and novelty features. The majority of the 
band's concerts occur during the summer 
months for community celebrations, civic 
events, and countless special festivals. EIBB 
has performed in a variety of settings, from  
ornate concert halls to outdoor parks. We 
are always looking for new and exciting  
venues to play in! Come let us play for you! 

Since 1986 

ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴƛƻǿŀōǊŀǎǎōŀƴŘΦŎƻƳ 

P.O Box 3 * Mount Vernon, Iowa * 52314 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ƴǳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ōǳǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
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ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
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British band instrumentation  
features horns which are  
conical in design, producing a 
mellow, rich sound that is both 

dynamic and colorful. EIBB conforms to the unique 
British band style, characteristically limiting its  
instrumentation to brass, including cornets,  
flugelhorn, tenor horns, euphoniums, baritones, 
trombones, and tubas, as well as percussion. The  
35-member band performs from a repertoire  
featuring original works for brass band, as well as 
arrangements of well known orchestral and wind 
band literature. In addition, featured soloists are 
frequently used in concert programs which also  
include marches, medleys, hymn tune arrangements, 
folk songs, American patriotic offerings, Broadway 
show tunes, and novelty features. The majority of 
the band’s concerts occur during the summer 
months for community celebrations, civic events, 
and countless special festivals. They have performed 
in a variety of settings, from ornate concert halls to 
outdoor parks. The Eastern Iowa Brass Band has 
hosted its own annual brass band festival in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, attracting bands from all around the  
country. Local audiences can also hear the band at 
three annual subscription concerts presented in 
April, September, and December. 

Want the band to play for you?  EIBB Young Artist Competition 
In celebration of its 25th anniversary, the Eastern Iowa Brass Band announced its   
inaugural Young Artist Competition.  Winners of the competition will appear as a guest 
soloists with the Eastern Iowa Brass Band and receive music scholarships. Each year, 
the competition is open to all brass and percussion musicians enrolled during that  
academic year.  The competition includes a high school division and a collegiate  
division.  The Entry forms for this competition, as well as recordings of the band, are 
available on our website.  

EIBB History 

The Eastern Iowa Brass Band plays for a wide  
variety of audiences and events including  town 
festivals, weddings, grand openings, concert series 
and special events.  We’d love to play for you!   
Contact us at: 
 
        .ƻƻƪƛƴƎϪŜŀǎǘŜǊƴƛƻǿŀōǊŀǎǎōŀƴŘΦŎƻƳ 

Awards 
 The EIBB has competed in 
the NABBA annual  
Championship  
competition since 1986 
and has been named  
division champions six 
times. They have also won 
seven NABBA video  
competitions. In 1991, the 
band was featured by the  
Smithsonian Institution in 
the Festival of American 
Folk life in Washington 
D.C. On four occasions 
EIBB has been invited to 
present a feature  
program at the annual 
convention of the Iowa 
Bandmasters Association, 
and recently performed to 
a sellout crowd at the 
American School Band 
Directors Association  
convention.  
 

 

The US Open  
Championships started in 
2003. For all but one year, 
the EIBB has competed. In 
2008 the EIBB was  
awarded 3rd place out of 
the 7 bands that  
competed, the best EIBB 
ever finished. In addition, 
former EIBB  
director and owner of Solid 
Brass Music Company,  
Casey Thomas, was  
awarded “Best New  
Composition or  
Arrangement” for his  
transcription of Robert  
Jaeger’s, “Esprit de Corps.” 

US Open 
Each year EIBB  sponsors its 
own 3 concert Subscription 
Series. The concerts are 
held in September,  
December and April. For 
more information about 
exact dates, please visit the 
concerts page on our  
website. Over the years the 
EIBB has performed at  
various festivals and Artist  
Series in towns throughout 
Iowa. Various sponsoring  
organizations have funded 
the band’s participation at 
these events. For the past 
several years, the band has 
averaged more than 13 
 concerts per year. The  
EIBB has also been honored 
to present concerts at 6 of 
the annual Iowa  
Bandmaster’s As-
sociation meetings 
in Des Moines.  

 In 1991, the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, 
D.C. invited the band to be 
a part of their Festival of 
American Folklife. The band 
performed 2 concerts per 
day for 4 days in  
Washington, D.C. as a part 
of that event. 
Starting in 1995, the band  
hosted a brass band festival 
at Ushers Ferry Historic  
Village in Cedar Rapids. 
Band concerts were  
scheduled throughout the 
day, giving the audience an 
opportunity to hear  
different bands from 
around the country, all in 
one location. 
 

Concerts 


